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to touch the sick man’s heart so that he promised me
to permit no superstitious ceremonies for his cure;
and, addressing God in a short prayer, he invoked
him as the author of life and of death.

[31] ““ This victory is not to be regarded as slight,
being gained over the Evil One in the heart of his
empire, and on ground where, for so many ages, he
had been obeyed and worshiped by all those tribes.
Hence he resented it soon after, and sent us the
Juggler, who howled about our cabin like a desperate
man, and seemed bent on venting his rage upon our
Frenchmen. I prayed our Lord that his vengeance
might not fall on any one but me, and my prayer
was not in vain: we lost only our Canoe, which that
wretch broke in pieces.

““I had at the same time the grief to learn of the
death of one of those poor burned men, without
being able to attend him. Still I hope that God may
have shown him mercy in consequence [32] of the
acts of faith and contrition and the few prayers which
I made him recite, the first time I saw him, which
was also the last.

‘“ Toward the beginning of September, after coast-
ing along the shores of the Lake of the Hurons, we
reached the Sault; for such is the name given to a
half-league of rapids that are encountered in a beau-
tiful river which unites two great Lakes—that of
the Hurons, and Lake Superior.

‘“ This River is pleasing, not only on account of
the Islands intercepting its course and the great bays
bordering it, but because of the fishing and hunting,
which are excellent there. We sought a resting-
place for the night on one of these Islands, where
our Savages thought they would find provision for



